PHOTO options, all credited to the State Historical Society of Iowa:
1. A Meskwaki pictograph, circa 1830.
2. A roll call book of Iowans serving in the Civil War.
3. A story quilt made by a Shoua Her, Hmong refugee who came to Iowa in the 1970s.

Virtual museum exhibits use new tools to explain the past

By Jeff Morgan
Iowa Culture Wire

During the past year, the State Historical Museum of Iowa has collaborated with Iowa students and teachers to overcome the challenges of online learning.

Beginning this month, the museum’s new Virtual Exhibit Experience for Schools will strengthen those connections by giving teachers and students opportunities to examine artifacts and explore Iowa history from the comfort of their homes and classrooms -- all with guidance from a museum staff member.

“Teachers from across the state have been using our digital history resources in growing numbers over the past year,” said Jennifer Cooley, the museum’s education and outreach manager. “It’s important for us to continue to provide them with new tools they can use, including this program that lets them investigate artifacts to learn about Iowa’s past.”

The program will open to schools across the state online at iowaculture.gov beginning April 12. Here are the featured themes and artifacts from the following three exhibits on display at the brick-and-mortar museum:

“Iowa and the Civil War”
Students can learn about Iowa’s role in the war by studying artifacts from the museum’s collection, including a portrait of abolitionist John Brown, a battle flag from the First Colored Regiment of Iowa, a roll call book of participating soldiers, a portrait of public health reformer Annie Wittenmyer of Keokuk and a top hat worn by Gen. Grenville Dodge of Council Bluffs, one of the masterminds behind the Union’s intelligence operations.

“You Gotta Know the Territory”
Iowa became a state 175 years ago, in 1846. Students can learn about Iowa’s earlier days as the Iowa Territory by examining a Meskwaki pictograph (circa 1830) that is one of the earliest Native American narrative works on paper, portraits of chiefs Keokuk and Black Hawk, land surveying equipment that was used to create Iowa’s counties and towns, and a portrait of the state’s first governor, Ansel Briggs.

“Iowa’s People & Places”
This museum’s newest exhibit opened in March to commemorate Iowa’s 175th anniversary, and it includes a Greenback party ticket for the election of 1882, when James Weaver of Bloomfield ran for president; a handmade roll of honor for Black Americans who trained at Fort Des Moines before serving in World War I; and a vest embroidered by a Hmong refugee who came to Iowa in the 1970s.

More information about the Virtual Exhibit Experience for Schools program is available at iowaculture.gov or by contacting museum staff at museum.education@iowa.gov.
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