PHOTO options:
1. Arts educators paired theory with hands-on practice at the 2019 Iowa Fine Arts Education Summit. (Iowa Arts Council)
2. Arts educators participated in a ukulele workshop at the 2019 Iowa Fine Arts Education Summit. (Iowa Arts Council)
Arts education helps students beyond the studio or stage
By Michael Morain
Iowa Culture Wire 
It’s been 35 years since Robert Fulghum published “All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten.” The best-seller suggests how the world might be a better place if everyone practiced sharing and being kind and cleaning up after themselves.
Today, many education experts suggest those lessons also can be learned in the arts classroom. Students who learn how to sing, dance or paint develop other skills in the process, such as showing empathy, building relationships and expressing emotions in healthy ways.
At the Iowa Fine Arts Education Summit, to be held online on June 17, educators, artists and nonprofit leaders from across the state will discuss how the arts can help students practice what experts now call “social-emotional learning.”
“So many artforms rely on teamwork. You can’t have a choir with one person,” said Kay Augustine, a consultant for the Iowa Department of Education. The department is presenting the summit with the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs and the nonprofit Iowa Alliance for Arts Education.
Augustine helped teams of stakeholders develop the new Iowa Social-Emotional Learning Competencies for K-12 students statewide, specifically: self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, relationship skills and responsible decision-making.
“The arts encourage all of that naturally,” she said.
When an art teacher shows a painting to a class and asks what they see, students hear perspectives that differ from their own. Choir members listen to sing in tune. Drama students pay attention to nonverbal cues.
Additionally, art classes encourage social-emotional learning because they tend to be larger. Most orchestras and bands have section leaders, for example, who help coach their peers.
But even this year, when so many classes shifted online, fine arts education offered students new ways to practice their “people skills.”
At Lincoln Middle School in Council Bluffs, the orchestra canceled its traditional concerts and instead produced a series of small-group albums. According to a survey, most students hope to do that more often.
“We got to dive deeper into the fine arts standards, and it gave students a chance to discover their voices as artists,” orchestra director Dan Black said. “There’s powerful social-emotional learning in those new contexts, too.”
Black is co-presenting a session at the conference in June and hopes to swap discoveries with other teachers. Over the past year, he said, “we’ve stumbled into so many great ideas.”
The summit’s organizers hope those ideas will help teachers and students far beyond the classroom, studio or stage.
“We’re eager to share new research to show what arts educators have known for years: that the arts help students prepare for success in school, success in work and success in life,” Iowa Alliance for Arts Education Executive Director Leon Kuehner said. “The arts are an essential part of a well-rounded education.”
Iowa Fine Arts Education Summit
When: June 17
Where: Online
Admission: Free
More details: iowaculture.gov
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