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1. Shots of the four Greenlight Grant recipients.
2. One still shot from “Kinnick: The Definitive Documentary.”
With Greenlight Grants, Iowa filmmakers go full-speed ahead
By Jeff Morgan
Iowa Culture Wire
Far removed from the bright lights of Hollywood, several Iowa filmmakers are producing movie and television projects right here in our state.
[bookmark: _GoBack]They’re tucked away in a handful of small communities, supported by $140,000 in Greenlight Grants awarded last fall by the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs. The new grants are designed to create and sustain filmmaking jobs in Iowa and support projects that tell stories about the state.
“We’re all about supporting homegrown Iowa projects,” said Liz Gilman, executive producer of Produce Iowa, the state office of media production and a division of the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs. “One of the most exciting things to watch from the sidelines is how their stories are moving from script to screen. The filmmakers are growing as professionals with this boost of confidence from the state, and they’re helping to launch more small businesses.”
The grant recipients include Andrew Sherburne of Iowa City, whose “Saving Brinton” documentary was eligible for an Academy Award nomination last year. This year, he is turning his lens on the people and traditions of the world-famous Iowa Writers’ Workshop.
“This is an observational documentary film where we spend a lot of time with our subjects,” he said. “Having some support allows us to approach this project patiently, over time, and lets us create a richness and depth to the story.”
The Greenlight Grant helped him leverage support from other organizations and individuals.
“This project wouldn’t be happening right now without support from the Greenlight Grant,” he said. “As a filmmaker, it’s great to have some stability and know the project has the backing of Produce Iowa saying ‘this is a worthy project.’”
Across town, John Richard is working on a documentary about the Iowa Mountaineers, a mountain-climbing club that was founded 80 years ago at the University of Iowa. From 1940 to 1996, the Mountaineers led more than 76,000 people from all 50 states on expeditions to 17 countries and some of the world’s most famous summits.
“So far, we’ve been working with archivists and a couple of assistants to digitize almost 17,000 slides and artifacts from the group’s collection,” Richard said. “We still have more to go, but it’s an amazing cross-section of 56 years of this club. … This documentary will end up telling a whole part of the state’s history that many people don’t know about.””
Meanwhile, Colleen Bradford Krantz of Adel has found the perfect setting for her television pilot project, “Complete Bull,” in Clayton County. She grew up on an Angus cattle farm and is producing the pilot episode about a young woman trying to make her way in the world of modern agriculture.
“It shows that (agriculture) isn’t as simple as it appears,” she said. “The setting will be familiar because Clayton County is hilly and wooded with a mix of pasture. It’s familiar and beautiful but realistic and gritty.”
She is currently casting the primary female and male roles and plans to round out the full cast soon. She estimates that 75 to 80 percent of those jobs will be filled by Iowans.
As with the other Greenlight Grant projects, people have more confidence investing in hers because it has the backing of Produce Iowa. So far, she has leveraged her $30,000 grant into a $100,000 project.
“The best thing is, we’ll be putting that grant money and other funding back into the communities where we’re filming to help boost the local economy and invest in Iowa companies,” she said.
The fourth grant recipient, Scott Siepker of Des Moines, is producing a film about University of Iowa football legend and Heisman Trophy winner Nile Kinnick. The grant has allowed his team more time to focus on the project, with fewer distractions. They spent months on research, for example, digging up details from Kinnick’s journals at the University of Iowa Libraries.
“I hope that after people watch the film they’re overwhelmed by the reality that Nile was a man and not just a bronze statute,” Siepker said. “A lot of times, the legend supersedes the actual flesh and bones, but I hope we tell the real story in a way that hits you right in the heartstrings.”
This article was provided by the Iowa Culture Wire, a free service of the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs.
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