PHOTOS
Glenn Miller: Glenn Miller of Clarinda strikes a pose in this studio portrait from the 1950s. (State Historical Society of Iowa)

The Everly Brothers: Phil, left, and Don Everly lived in Shenandoah, Iowa, before they become pioneers of rock-n-roll in the 1950s. (State Historical Society of Iowa)

Andy Williams:  Andy Williams of Wall Lake, seated in a golf car and wearing a white hat, meets with members of the Iowa State Fair Board in this undated photo. (State Historical Society of Iowa)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Bridges of Madison County: Elizabeth Stanley and Andrew Samonsky starred in the national tour of the musical “The Bridges of Madison County” in 2015.” (Matthew Murphy)

MUSIC PLAYLIST
Here's a playlist from Spotify with many of the songs listed below. Feel free to post it online with the article.


HEADLINE: 12 Iowa love songs to cue up on Valentine's Day

By Jeff Morgan
Iowa Culture Wire

It’s easy to pick up a dozen roses for Valentine’s Day, but this year, why not set the mood with a dozen songs?

“It would be fun to create a playlist of your favorites and share them,” said Maxwell Schaeffer of iHeartMedia in Des Moines. “These days, you can even text a link to your sweetheart and say ‘I picked out some songs for us.’”

To give you a head start, here are 12 love songs by Iowans or inspired by Iowa – which, from the sounds of it, is a surprisingly passionate place.

“In the Mood”
By Glenn Miller, Clarinda
Miller arranged this simple tune for his namesake orchestra in 1939 and turned it into a swinging hit. Today, it symbolizes the 1940s, World War II and the entire Big Band Era – a bouncy number that has enlivened countless dance parties over the last 80 years.

“Till There Was You”
By Meredith Willson, Mason City
When the title character in “The Music Man” brings band instruments and uniforms to River City, the local librarian meets him at a footbridge and confesses her love with “Till There Was You.” The song was written for the 1957 Broadway musical, but Peggy Lee’s version made its way to Liverpool, England, where a young Paul McCartney heard it and made it a staple of The Beatles' repertoire.

“Everyday”
By Buddy Holly, who died near Clear Lake
Released as the B-side to “Peggy Sue,” this upbeat song anticipates love with simple sentimentality and an open heart. Holly recorded it with The Crickets in 1957, two years before his fateful trip to Iowa.

“Let it Be Me”
By The Everly Brothers, Shenandoah
This love ballad was originally recorded in 1955 by French singer and songwriter Gilbert Becaud. But Don and Phil Everly’s 1960 cover is better known, after climbing to No. 7 on the Billboard Hot 100. With eight violins and a cello supporting the Everlys’ exquisite harmonies, this song’s lush production can still melt hearts.

“Moon River”
By Andy Williams, Wall Lake
It’s only 10 lines long, but “Moon River” is the most famous song Williams ever recorded. Audrey Hepburn introduced it to the world in “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” in 1961, but Williams made it his own when he performed it at the Academy Awards the following year. The bittersweet tribute to “Huckleberry friends” has inspired dreamers and seekers for nearly 60 years.

“It Sure Can Get Cold in Des Moines”
By Tom T. Hall
On Valentine’s Day, this 1971 tune could inspire sweethearts to unpack the blankets and cozy up to the fireplace. Country legend Hall wrote this woebegone song during a trip to Iowa that was beset by sub-zero temperatures and a woman down on her luck. “Life is just like that sometimes.”

“The Dry Cleaner from Des Moines”
By Joni Mitchell
Dry cleaning may not be the sexiest profession, but this song that Joni Mitchell released in 1979 recounts a unique encounter with a charmer from Des Moines who was “cleaning up” at the Las Vegas strip. It’s a fun and funny ode to a gambling hot streak, written with jazz legend Charles Mingus and featuring a line-up that included pianist Herbie Hancock, a graduate of Grinnell College.

“No Scrubs”
By TLC (Des Moines native Tionne "T-Boz" Watkins)
On the flip side of romance, this 1999 hit from Tionne “T-Boz” Watkins and her hip-hop trio TLC warns that an over-confident guy “hangin’ out the passenger side of his best friend’s ride” probably won’t find love anytime soon. It was part of the group’s third studio album, “FanMail,” and became the group’s third No. 1 single on the Billboard Hot 100.

“One Second and a Million Miles”
From “The Bridges of Madison County”
Like the 1992 novel by Robert James Waller of Cedar Falls and the 1995 movie, the 2014 musical version of “The Bridges of Madison County” tells the tale of a farm wife near Winterset, who has to decide whether to stay with her family or run off with a handsome travel photographer. The song “One Second and a Million Miles” articulates her heartbreaking dilemma and helped composer Jason Robert Brown win a Tony Award for the score.

“Stay With You”
By The Parlours, Des Moines
Dana Halferty’s wispy, delicate vocals bring this infectious and melodic indie-pop song from 2012 to life. The lyrics are cryptic – with “dark affection” and “artistic endeavors” – but they hardly matter since the overall effect feels like burrowing under a feather quilt. It’s a perfect song for a Valentine’s Day soundtrack.

“Holed Up in Mason City”
By John Gorka
Released in 2014, this is a gentle rant about a blizzard and “ice-blue highways” that keep the singer from getting home. While holed up, he visits the “Big Bopper Diner” where he sees “Buddy Holly’s ghost writing to the girl he loved the most.” For Gorka, the snowstorm means “the future isn’t ready tonight.”

“Marry Ya”
By The Maytags, Des Moines
Horns beckon listeners into this song with the sultry and playful sounds of jazz and old-school soul reminiscent of Stax Records. Written by Dustin Smith and Tim Sanders, it’s a lover’s lament buoyed by a teaser chorus – “Maybe I will marry ya, take good care-a-ya.” It was the debut single off the Des Moines band’s 2016 album “Love Lines.”

This article was provided by the Iowa Culture Wire, a free service of the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs.
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